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The present world economic system, whose foundation was laid in western 
European Industrial Revolution, had formed in the late nineteen century and its 
essential trait is the asymmetry and inequality in development between the developed 
countries and developing ones. Now that this system has not changed fundamentally 
for centuries, does that mean the developing countries are destined to be caught in the 
unfavorable situation they have been facing? The successful development of the four 
new industrialized countries in eastern Asia after the Second World War says “NO” to 
this question, but there emerges another problem: Can all other developing countries 
or areas learn from the new industrialized four and thus extricate themselves from the 
difficult position collectively by marching in the same road? There is not a definite 
answer to this question. On one hand, the successful experiment is deserved for 
reference and duplication in a certain degree by creating the suitable environment. In 
this sense, the answer is yes. On the other hand, the developing environment in new 
industrialized four can not be duplicated perfectly, thus it is impractical and 
impossible for all other developing countries with different national situation adopting 
the same policies. In this sense, the answer is still in discussion. 
  Therefore, it is necessary to understand the development in a more broad view by 
combining the national situation for development with the entire evolution structure of 
the developing countries in order to judge the developing route and prospect, which is 
the creative perspective of this paper. The developing route of developing countries is 
a global practice evolving from the undeveloped state to a more developed state and 
finally developed countries. From the least developed state to be developed countries, 
there is a long “developing chain” in constant evolution which reflect the global 
spatial economic structure based on the income per capita, population and economy 
endowments. In general, it presents an asymmetrical “dumbbell-like” structure in 
global economy. This structure influences the route and effect of the developing 
countries moving along the “developing chain” as a whole while the developing 













environment for their own development. In fact, the developing countries has made 
big progress after the Second World War and promote the present structure evolving 
in favor of the harmonious development of the global economy, in which China has 
played an important and meaningful role. Although on the background of 
globalization the developing countries can obtain huge industrial profit, the lack of 
self-creation industrialization may easily cause the development be at a standstill in a 
certain link along the chain and thus make the further evolution and development be a 
problem. Therefore, in a national view, it is very important to work out the strategy for 
domestic development integrating with the global economy. In the future, the spatial 
structure of world economy may show a normal distribution, on which middle-income 
group construct the underpinning of world economy, when the time coming, the world 
step into harmonious development. 
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该鸿沟始于 18 世纪后期的工业革命，如刘易斯认为：18 世纪末，英国开始了改
变世界的工业革命，有些国家对此做出了反应，或通过贸易，或通过仿效，先后
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